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status of the species; an assessment of the principal threats
to the species; a conservation assessment in accordance with
JUCN criteria; an assessment of how difficult it is to cultivate the
species; how best the species can be propagated and a genera
guide to cultivation. The book combines classical taxonomy anc
modern molecular phylogenetic evidence where appropriate,
being particularly beneficial in the discussion of cases of uncertain
taxonomic positions.
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We have conducted hundreds of field trips over the last 16 years
that have resulted in the collection of extensive first—hand data
on Gesneriaceae in South China, for example their conservation
status and the suitability of species for introduction to horticulture.
According to the results of these investigations over many
years, we can report here that at present the survival of many
Gesneriaceae in South China looks extremely precarious. The
book, Gesneriaceae of South China, includes details of 304
species (including varieties). According to IUCN Red List criteria,
116 species belong to grade Critically Endangered (38.16% of the
total species included in this book), 26 are graded Endangered
(8.55%), 20 are Near Threatened (6.58%) and one is Extinct in
the Wild (0.33%). Only 79 species are graded Least Concern
(25.99%).

'he aim of this report is to focus the attention of researchers and
the enthusiasts who love these wonderful plants on the severe
predicament of Gesneriaceae in South China, and to encourage
them to cooperate to carefully investigate new, undescribed
species, to pay attention to protect known species, and to use
modern technological tools to solve the taxonomic problems
surrounding difficult genera and species.
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transition genus between basal and derived Didymocarpoid lineages.




